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                                                   ABSTRACT 
 
This study examines Nigeria’s multilateral policy vis-à-vis its hegemonic position in 
Africa since 1960. It evaluates the extent to which Nigeria can be considered a re-
gional hegemon in Africa and how such hegemonic status has been pursued through 
multilateral institutions. Thus, the study identifies those areas where Nigeria has 
demonstrated its hegemonic roles in multilateral institutions. The study employs qua-
litative method of data collection and found that Hegemonic Stability Theory, Re-
gional Security Complex Theory and Role Theory are the most suitable of all theo-
ries that can adequately explain Nigeria’s multilateral policy in relation to its region-
al hegemonic posture in Africa. This is discovered through triangulation of qualita-
tive data sources which included semi-structured interviews, focus-group interviews, 
elite interviews, documentary analysis, archival sources, speeches, reports, journal 
articles, textbooks, and newspapers. The study shows that Nigeria dominated African 
political terrain through the following roles: decolonisation, dismantling of apartheid 
regimes in southern African countries, capacity building, peacekeeping, democracy 
promotion and financing the regional multilateral organisations. Thus, in achieving 
the aforementioned, the study shows that there are external and internal factors that 
dictated Nigeria’s multilateral policy since independence. Some of the factors identi-
fied by the study are security, economics, neighbours, extra-African powers, geogra-
phy, military preponderance, population and financial capability. This study also eva-
luates the multilateral policy of Nigeria and discovered there are areas where success 
has been recorded while there are also some aspects where failure has been noted. 
The historical overview of the post-independent Nigerian foreign policy suggests that 
Nigeria’s multilateral policy received a boost in the 1970s under General Gowon and 
General Olusegun Obasanjo. This was as a result of the civil war that ravaged the 
country for three years (1967-70). Overall, the study has contributed to intellectual 
debates on the role of regional power in regional governance. It has also shed light 
on the exercising of hegemonic role at regional level through multilateralism. For 
further research agenda, the study recommends there is need to employ unilateralism 
and bilateralism in the foreign policy of Nigeria to study the country’s regional he-
gemonic posture in Africa.  
















Kajian ini meneliti dasar multilateral Nigeria dan kedudukan hegemoninya di Afrika 
semenjak tahun 1960. Ia menilai sejauh mana Nigeria boleh dianggap sebagai 
hegemon serantau di Afrika dan bagaimana status hegemoni tersebut telah 
dilaksanakan melalui institusi multilateral. Oleh itu, kajian ini mengenal pasti 
bahagian-bahagian di mana Nigeria telah menunjukkan peranan hegemoni di dalam 
polisi multilateralnya. Penyelidikan ini menggunakan kaedah pengumpulan data 
secara kualitatif dan mendapati bahawa ‘Hegemonic Stability Theory’, ‘Regional 
Security Complex Theory’ dan ‘Role Theory’ merupakan  teori-teori yang paling 
sesuai dan dapat menerangkan polisi multilateral Nigeria secara menyeluruh yang 
berkaitan dengan pendirian hegemoninya di rantau Afrika.  Ini didapati melalui 
sumber-sumber data kualitatif triangulasi termasuk temubual separa berstruktur, 
temubual kumpulan berfokus, temubual elit, analisis dokument, bahan/sumber arkib, 
ucapan-ucapan, laporan-laporan, artikel dan jurnal, buku teks dan surat khabar.  Hasil 
dapatan kajian menunjukkan bahawa Nigeria telah mendominasi politik Afrika 
melalui beberapa peranan berikut: dekolonisasi, penghapusan rejim apartheid di 
negara-negara selatan Afrika, pembinaan kapasiti, pengekalan keamanan, promosi 
demokrasi dan pembiayaan organisasi multilateral serantau. Oleh itu, untuk 
mencapai semua yang telah disebutkan, kajian menunjukkan terdapat faktor-faktor 
luaran dan dalaman yang menentukan dasar multilateral Nigeria semenjak mencapai 
kemerdekaannya. Sesetengah faktor yang dikenalpasti daripada kajian adalah 
keselamatan, ekonomi, kejiranan, kekuasaan tambahan Afrika, geografi, peningkatan 
ketenteraan, populasi dan kemampuan kewangan.  Kajian ini juga menilai dasar 
multilateral Nigeria dan menemui bahagian-bahagian di mana kejayaan telah 
dirakamkan, di samping beberapa kegagalan yang telah dikenalpasti.  Sepintas lalu 
mengenai sejarah dasar luar pasca kemerdekaan Nigeria mendapati dasar multilateral 
Nigeria telah mendapat kekuatan pada tahun 1970 di bawah Jeneral Gowon dan 
Jeneral Olusegun Obasanjo.  Ini disebabkan oleh peperangan saudara  yang 
membinasakan negara tersebut selama tiga tahun (1967-1970). Secara 
keseluruhannya, kajian ini telah menyumbang kepada perdebatan intelektual 
terhadap peranan kuasa serantau di dalam tadbir urus serantau.  Ia juga menerangkan 
pelaksanaan peranan hegemoni pada peringkat serantau melalui pendekatan 
multilateral. Untuk agenda bagi kajian lanjutan, kajian mencadangkan keperluan 
untuk menggunakan pendekatan unilateral dan bilateral  di dalam dasar luar Nigeria 
bagi mengkaji pendirian  hegemoni serantau negara tersebut  di Afrika.   
 














                                                    
                                                         DEDICATION 
 
 
I hereby dedicate this thesis to my parent, Alhaji Shafii Oladimeji and Oladime-
ji Hassanat Aweke, my wife, Oladimeji Tawakalt Oyeyemi, my children, Ola-
dimeji Hiqmat Omolayo and Oladimeji Shafii Anuoluwa and my friend, Aderi-


























In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
All praise to Allah (SWT) for enabling me to complete this study. I am thankful to 
Him for the health and energy that He gave me throughout my academic endeavours. 
Peace and blessing be upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W), his house-
holds and his companions. 
In carrying out this research I am greatly indebted to the following people and 
institutions from whom I directly or indirectly benefitted. First of all I would like to 
express my sincere and deepest appreciation and thanks to my supervisors, Professor 
Patit Paban Mishra (My former supervisor from India), the Deputy Dean, School of 
International Studies, Dr. Mohammad Zaki Bin Ahmad and Dr. Sherko Kirmanj for 
their doggedness and relentlessness in seeing me through the completion of the pro-
gramme. Their guidance, comments, suggestions, and financial support were instru-
mental to the successful completion of this thesis. I would also like to thank Associ-
ate Professor Dr. Samihah Khalil Halim, the former Dean of Ghazali Shafie Graduate 
School of Government for recommending me for UUM Scholarship committee. I 
will forever be grateful to her for this invaluable opportunity. My sincere apprecia-
tion also goes to UUM Vice Chancellor for his final approval of my scholarship to 
study in UUM. I will not forget the contributions of individual academics on the 
completion of this thesis. The roles of Dr. Knocks Tapiwa Zengeni, Dr. Ummu Ati-
yah Zakuan, Dr. Ratnaria Wahid and Professor Dr. Ranjit Singh are highly appreci-
ated. In addition, my appreciation will be incomplete without mentioning the admin-
istrators at Graduate Studies Centre for their continuous and timely financial contri-
bution to the successful completion of my study. I will also like to extend my grati-
tude to the School of International Studies for the financial contribution through 
Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) Scheme, which afforded me the opportunity to 
take good care of my family. May the blessing of Allah continue to shower on all the 
academic and non-academic members of the school. Back to IIUM, where I did my 
Master Degree, I would like to show a sense of appreciation to Prof. Dr.Wahabuddin 
Ra’ees for his financial contribution despite the fact that I left the school years ago. I 
also wish him the best in life and may the Almighty Allah reward him as such. I 
would also like to thank the Princess of the State of Johor, Tunku Masera Zahira Is-
kandariah Binti Sultan Iskandar, for her invaluable and generous financial support 
during my study in IIUM and UUM. May Allah also sustain and provide for her 
needs. I am thankful to all administrative officers at UUM, COLGIS, most especially 
Mr. Aboot and Madam Fatimah, for their constant accommodation and hospitality in 
the Office of the Dean GSGSG. 
My final appreciations go to my family members especially my sibling, Dr. 
Mohammed Muneer’deen Olodo Al-Shafi’i, Senior Lecturer at Sultan Zainal Abidin 
Universiti, my wife, Oladimeji Tawakalt, my daughter, Oladimeji Hikmat Omolayo 
and my son, Oladimeji Shafii Anuoluwa. My closest friends, Aderibigbe Akeem, 
Abidoye Morufu, Adegoke Surajudeen and Otega Okinono are all appreciated for 
their moral and financial supports. I am very grateful for their encouragements, fi-
nance and prayers. May we together live to reap the fruit of the labour. God bless 




TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
DECLARATION PAGE .......................................................................................... II 
COPYRIGHT PAGE………………………………………………………………III 
ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................. IV 
APPROVAL PAGE ................................................................................................. V 
DEDICATION ......................................................................................................... VI 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT………………………………………………………...VII 
LIST OF TABLES…………………………………………………………………XI 
LIST OF FIGURES ................................................................................................. XII 
LIST OF ABBREVIATION..................................................................................XIII 
 
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION…………………………………………..1 
 
1.1 Background to the Study .................................................................................... 1 
1.2 Statement of the Problem ................................................................................... 8 
1.3 Research Questions ............................................................................................ 9 
1.4 Objectives of the Study ...................................................................................... 9 
1.5 Significance of the Study ................................................................................... 10 
1.6 Scope of the Study ............................................................................................. 11 
1.7 Limitations of the Study……………………………………………………….12 
1.8 Literature Review ............................................................................................... 13 
1.8.1 Overview of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy and Multilateralism ....................... 14 
1.8.2 Nigeria’s Multilateral Security Policy ........................................................ 23 
1.8.3 Nigeria’s Multilateral Economic Policy ..................................................... 29 
1.10 Data Collection................................................................................................. 33 
1.10.1Population and Sampling ............................................................................... 34 
1.10.2 Sources of Data ............................................................................................. 35 
1.10.2.1 Primary Sources ....................................................................................... 35 
1.10.2.1.2 Archival records ................................................................................. 36 
1.10.2.1.3 Focus Group Interview ....................................................................... 36 
1.10.2.1.4 Elite Interview .................................................................................... 37 
1.10.2.1.5 Individual Interviews .......................................................................... 37 
1.10.2.2 Secondary Sources ................................................................................... 38 
1.10.2.2.1 Media Outputs .................................................................................... 38 
1.10.2.2.2 Research Works .................................................................................. 38 
1.10.3 Data Analysis ................................................................................................ 38 
1.10.4 Methods of Data Collection………………………………………………...39 
1.11 Chapter Outline.................................................................................................39 
 
CHAPTER TWO: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK………………………..41 
 
2.1 Hegemonic Stability Theory .............................................................................. 42 
2.1.1 Historical Foundation of Hegemony ............................................................... 50 
2.1.3 Indicators of Hegemon .................................................................................... 52 
2.1.4 Types and Forms of Hegemony ...................................................................... 55 
2.1.5 International Institutions and Hegemon .......................................................... 56 




2.1.7 Realist and Neoliberalist Views and HST ....................................................... 61 
2.1.8 Constructivism and HST ................................................................................. 64 
2.1.9 Nigeria and HST ............................................................................................. 69 
2.2 Regional Security Complex Theory……………………………………………71 
2.2.1 RSCT and Nigeria……………………………………………………………75 
2.3 Role Theory…………………………………………………………………….77 
2.3.1 Self-perception………………………………………………………………..78 
2.3.2 Role conception………………………………………………………………78 
2.3.3 Role Theory and Nigeria……………………………………………………...79 
2.4 Conceptual Framework........................................................................................80 
     2.4.1 Foreign Policy..............................................................................................81 
     2.4.2 Factors of Foreign Policy………………………………………………….84 
2..4.2.1 Domestic Factors ......................................................................................... .84 
2.4.2.1.1 National Interest ................................................................................... 85 
2.4.2.2.2 Geopolitics ............................................................................................ 87 
2.4.2.1.3 Economy ............................................................................................... 88 
2.4.2.1.4 Leadership style .................................................................................... 89 
2.4.2.1.5 Political system ..................................................................................... 89 
2.4.2.1.6 Military capability ................................................................................ 90 
2.4.2.2 External Factors ......................................................................................... 90 
2.4.2.2.1 International system ............................................................................. 91 
2.4.2.2.2 International law ................................................................................... 92 
2.4.2.2.3Neighbouring states ............................................................................... 92 
2.4.3 Multilateralism ................................................................................................ 93 




CHAPTER THREE: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF NIGERIA’S FOR-
EIGN POLICY AND MULTILATERALISM…………………………………101 
 
3.1 Nigeria’s Foreign Policy under British Rule ...................................................... 101 
3.1.1 Geopolitical and Strategic Issue ...................................................................... 103 
3.1.2 Containing the Machinations of the Soviet Union .......................................... 106 
3.1.3 The Need to Dominate Global Commerce ...................................................... 108 
3.2 Nigeria as a Nation and its Foreign  ................................................................... 112 
3.2.1 Development of Nigerian foreign policy in the post-colonial years ............... 114 
3.3 Development of Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy ................................................... 117 
3.3.1Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy and Legitimacy .................................................. 120 
3.3.2 Essence of Multilateralism in Nigeria’s Foreign Policy ................................. 124 
3.3.3   Features of Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy ...................................................... 126 
3.4 Conclusion……………………………………………………………………..131 
 
CHAPTER FOUR: EMERGENCE OF NIGERIA AS A REGIONAL HEGE 
MON IN AFRICA……………………………………………………………….133 
 
4.1Nigeria and Self Perception Image in Africa…………………………………...134 
4.2Regional Perception in Africa…………………………………………………..138 




4.4Nigeria as a Benevolent Hegemon………………………………………….......146 
4.5 Nigeria’s Regional Hegemony as a Function of Material Capability…………150 
4.6 Nigeria’s Afro-centric Disposition………………………………………….....152 
4.7 Multilateralism and Nigerian Government since 1960………………………..156 
4.7.1 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy and Balewa Administration (1960-66) ............. 157 
4.7.2 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy during Aguiyi Ironsi (1966-67) ........................ 159 
4.7.3 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy during Gowon (1967-75) ................................. 160 
4.7.4 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy under Muritala-Obasanjo Regime (1975-79) ... 162 
4.7.5Shagari Administration (1979-83) ................................................................... 164 
4.7.6 Buhari Regime (1983-85) ............................................................................... 165 
4.7.7 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy under Babangida Regime (1985-93) ................ 167 
4.7.8 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy under Abacha Regime (1993-98) ..................... 168 
4.7.9 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy under Olusegun Obasanjo Administration ....... 169 
4. 7.10 Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy under Jonathan Administration ..................... 170 
4.8 Conclusion ......................................................................................................... 172 
 
CHAPTER FIVE: NIGERIA’S REGIONAL HEGEMONIC POSTURE AND 
MULTILATERAL POLICY…………………………………………………….173 
 
5.1 Mediation and Arbitration .................................................................................. 173 
5.2 Peacekeeping and Peacemaking Role ................................................................ 177 
5.2.1 Nigeria in the Congo ....................................................................................... 180 
5.2.2 Chadian Crisis ................................................................................................. 181 
5.2.3 Nigeria in the East Africa and Western Sahara ............................................... 184 
5.2.4 Peacekeeping in the Mano River Region ........................................................ 185 
5.2.5 Multilateral Peacekeeping in Mali .................................................................. 191 
5.2.6 Sudan Crisis and Nigeria’s Multilateral Intervention ..................................... 192 
5.2.7 Global Peacekeeping Operations .................................................................... 197 
5.3 Nigeria’s Policy of Decolonisation .................................................................... 198 
5.3.1 Nigeria, OAU and Algerian Struggle .............................................................. 201 
5.3.2 Decolonization in Southern Africa.................................................................. 202 
5.3.3.1 Nigeria’s Liberation Struggle in Namibia .................................................... 206 
5.4 Multilateral Fight against Cross Border Criminal Activities ............................. 209 
5.5 Democratic Consolidation in Africa .................................................................. 211 
5.6 Counter-Terrorism.............................................................................................. 213 
5.7 Nigeria’s Policy of Good Neighbourliness ........................................................ 215 
5.8 Nigeria’s Capacity Building and Human Rights Promotion in Africa .............. 218 
5.9 Nigeria’s Representation in the Multilateral Institutions ................................... 221 
5.10 Conclusion ....................................................................................................... 224 
 
CHAPTER SIX: ROLES OF EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL FACTORS IN 
NIGERIA’SMULTILATERAL POLICY………………………………………226 
 
6. 1 Internal Factors.................................................................................................. 227 
6.1.1 Security ........................................................................................................... 227 
6.1.2 Military Capability .......................................................................................... 234 
5.1.3 Nigerian Civil war and Multilateral Policy ..................................................... 237 
6.1.3.1 The formation of ECOWAS ...................................................................... 241 




6.2 External Factors ................................................................................................. 253 
6.2.1 Geographical Contiguity ................................................................................. 253 
6.2.1.1 The Case of Equatorial Guinea .................................................................. 256 
6.2.2 Apartheid ......................................................................................................... 258 
6.2.3 Colonial Heritage ............................................................................................ 259 
6.2.4 Cold War ......................................................................................................... 263 
6.2.4.1 Non-Alignment .......................................................................................... 265 
6.2.5 French Factor .................................................................................................. 267 
6.3 Conclusion ......................................................................................................... 269 
 
CHAPTER SEVEN: THE SUCCESS AND FAILURE OF NIGE-
RIA’S MULTILATERAL POLICY………………………………..270 
 
7.1 Success of Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy ............................................................ 270 
7.1.1 Debt Forgiveness ............................................................................................. 270 
7.1.2 Loan and Financial Assistance ........................................................................ 274 
7.1.3 Peacekeeping Remittance................................................................................ 276 
7.1.4 Multilateral peacekeeping as Proxy for Capacity Building ............................ 278 
7.1.5 Maintenance of Peace and Security in Africa ................................................. 280 
7.1.6 International Image Boosting .......................................................................... 282 
7.1.7 Economic Advancement ................................................................................. 285 
7.1.8 Nigeria’s Democratic Consolidation as a Commonwealth Member…………290 
7.1.9 Diplomatic Achievement ................................................................................ 293 
7.2 Failure of Nigeria’s Multilateral Policy ............................................................. 296 
7.2.1 Hostility of the UN and OAU members during Nigerian Civil War .............. 296 
7.2.2 Bakassi Border Issue ....................................................................................... 299 
7.2.3 Reaction of ECOWAS Members .................................................................... 303 
7.2.4 Failure of Domestic Mechanisms.................................................................... 307 
7.2.5 Nigeria’s strategic failure ................................................................................ 312 
7.2.6 Failure of Structural Adjustment Programme ................................................. 316 
7.2.7 Extra-African Affairs in the West African Region ......................................... 319 
7.3 Consequence of Nigeria’s Regional Hegemonic Posture………………….......323 
7.3 Conclusion ......................................................................................................... 327 
 
CHAPTER EIGHT: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, OBSERVA-
TIONSAND CONCLUSION………………………………………328 
 
8.1 Findings .............................................................................................................. 328 
8.2 Observations ....................................................................................................... 339 
8.3 Conclusion ......................................................................................................... 345 
Bibliography ............................................................................................................. 351 









LIST OF TABLES 
          
 
Table 1.2 Summary distribution of interview respondents ...................................... 35 
Table 2.1 Poles of Power and Regional Structure.................................................... 59 
Table 5.1 Top ten troops contributing nations, 2000 ............................................... 179 
Table 5.2 Top ten troops contributing nations, 2014 ............................................... 179 
Table 5.3 Multilateral operations ............................................................................. 195 
Table 5.4 Ecowas Member States Soldiers in Nigerian Defence College ............... 220 
Table 5.5 Casualties of the Top Five Countries, 1948-2015.................................... 222 
Table 5.6 Positions Held by Nigerians in Multilateral Organisations ..................... 223 
Table 6.1 Military capabilities of top ten countries in Africa .................................. 235 
Table 6.2 Petroleum Production and Export ............................................................ 250 
Table 7.1 Nigeria’s Loan from AfDB ...................................................................... 275 
Table 7.2 Ecowas-EU Trade Investment Statistics .................................................. 287 





































LIST OF FIGURES 
 
Figure 1.1 Map of West African Countries .............................................................. 2 
Figure 2.1 Types of hegemon .................................................................................. 70 
Figure 1.2 Theoretical Framework.............................................................................80 
Figure 1.3 Principles of multilateralism ................................................................... .94 




































LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 
 
ACP Africa Caribbean and Pacific 
AfDB African Development Bank 
AFRODAD African Forum and Network on Debt and Development 
AMF African Military Force 
AMIS African Mission in Sudan 
APEC Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
APRM African Peer-Review Mechanism 
AQIM Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
ASEAN Association of South East Asian Nations 
ASF African Standby Force 
AU African Union 
BP British Petroleum 
CCT Concentric Circle Theory 
CEAO Communaute Economique  de l’ Afrique de l’ Oust 
CFA Communautte FrancaisAfricaine 
CFO Commonwealth and Foreign Office 
ECOMOG Ecowas Ceasefire Monitoring Group 
ECOSAP Ecowas Small Arms Control Programme 
ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States 
EEC European Economic Community 
EPG Eminent Person Group 
ESMC ECOWAS Standing Mediation Committee 
FAN Forces Armees du Nord 
FAO Food and Agricultural Organisation 
FCO Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
FGI Focus Group Interview 
FMG Federal Military Government 
FNLA National Front for The Liberation Of Angola 
FROLINAT National Front for the Liberation of Chad 
GATT General Agreement on Tariff and Trade 
GDP Gross Domestic Product 
GGC Gulf of Guinea Cooperation  
GWOT Global War On Terror 
HSGIC Head of State and Government Implementation Committee 
HST Hegemonic Stability Theory 
ICC International Criminal Court 
ICJ International Court of Justice 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
JEM Justice and Equality Movement 
MAD Mutual Assistance Defence 
MNCs Multinational Coorporations 
MPLA Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
MPLT MouvementPopulairepour la Liberation de Tchad 
NA Nigeria Army 




NAFTA North Atlantic Free Trade Area 
NAM Non Aligned Movement 
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
NCBWA National Congress of British West Africa 
NCNC National Council of Nigeria and Cameroon 
NEPAD New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
NICs Newly Industralised Countries 
NIEO New International Economic Order 
NIF National Islamic Front 
NIIA Nigeria Institute of International Affairs 
NN Nigeria Navy 
NPC Northern People Congress 
NPFL National Patriotic Front for the Liberation Of Liberia 
NSWFP Nigerian Socialist Workers’ and Farmers’ Party 
NTUC Nigerian Trade Union Congress                             
NYM Nigerian Youth Movement 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organisation of African Unity 
OECD Organization For Economic Cooperation And Development 
OIC Organisation of Islamic Conference 
OIC Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
OPEC Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
PDF Popular Defence Force 
PSC Peace and Security Council 
PZ Patterson Zocconni 
RSA Republic of South Africa 
RSCT Regional Security Complex Theory 
RUF Revolutionary United Front 
SALW Small Arms and Light Weapons  
SAP Structural Adjustment Programme 
SAU Small Arms Group 
SLA Sudanese Liberation Army 
STABEX Système de Stabilisation des Recettesd'Exportation 
SWA South West Africa 
SWAPO South West Africa People’s Organisation 
TACs Technical Aids Corps Schemes 
UAC United African Company 
UBA United Bank for Africa 
UNAMID United Nations Mission In Darfur 
UNAMIL United Nations Mission in Liberia 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNFIL United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
UNGA United Nations General Assembly 
UNICEF United Nations Children Fund 
UNIPOM United Nations India-Pakistan Observer Mission 
UNO United Nations Organisation 
UNODC United Nations Office for Drugs and Crimes 
UNPOA United Nations ProgrammeOf Action 




UNTAC United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia 
USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
UTC United Trading Company 
WAEC West Africa Economic Community 
WAI War Against Indiscipline 
WHO World Health Organisation 






….First, it is the desire of Nigeria to remain on friendly terms with all 
nations and participate actively in the work of the United Nations Or-
ganisations (UN) to lead African cause (Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
1
, 
United Nations General Assembly, (UNGA), 1960). 
 
 
1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 
The independent states within the international system started to evolve mechanisms 
to solve global conflict by the beginning of 20
th 
century. In this way, the League of 
Nations was formed which subsequently replaced by the United Nations (UN). The 
formation of these two global multilateral institutions was the product of global 
hegemons who saw it as their responsibility to maintain global order in the areas of 
peace, security, and commerce (Ruggie, 1992:568). Since the formation of the UN in 
1945, states have been cooperating together to solve some transnational security is-
sues like terrorism, child trafficking, drug trafficking, environment and illegal arms 
trafficking (Abbott & Snidal, 1998:4).  
It needs to be stressed that the decolonization process of the 1950s and 1960s 
greatly multiplied the number of independent states in the international system; the 
result of which was the proliferation of regional and sub-regional multilateral institu-
tions. Some of these regional and sub-regional multilateral institutions were spon-
sored by regional hegemons and powers to cater for the specific needs within the re-
gional sub-system (Yansane, 1977:38). Where regional power did not sponsor, it be-
                                                          
1
The Prime Minister emphasized Nigeria’s stance of embracing multilateralism in its foreign policy 
making in the UN General Assembly in its Inaugural lecture in New York in 1960. 
The contents of 
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